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HISTORY

The town of Sandpoint celebrated its centennial in 2001. In 2004, it was voted Best Small Town in the
West by Sunset Magazine. It was a long time coming and the town of Sandpoint has had its ups and

downs, however, its rich past has lent Sandpoint the character and charm that makes it so appealing

today.

Sandpoint has seen the lumber and railroad industry come and go, replaced by pshing and military
training to a recreation and tourism based economy. What was once considered a rough and tumble
town in its pristine setting has now become a growing mountain town known for its outdoor recreation
and arts and culture.

Tens of thousands of years ago, the forces of nature were actively at work on the lands we now know
as northern ldaho. These were methodical forces moving very slowly over centuries. They were the
cold, relentless forces of the glacial ice sheets. The areas of the Lake Pend Oreille and the Clark
Fork River, containing a mass of ice that rose nearly a half mile above todayis lake level, formed the
heart of the glacial ice dams creating Glacial Lake Missoula. When this dam failed, as it did numerous
times, a torrent of water was released in gargantuan proportions - moving upwards of 60 miles per
hour and hundreds of feet deep, creating forces great enough to shape the landscape we know today
from here to Portland, Oregon.

The Kalispel tribe was the prst to inhabit Sandpoint. The climate was relatively mild and the food
supply was abundant. Sandpoint was a peaceful and beautiful place to settle. The tribe extended into
Montana and Eastern Washington.

David Thompson was the determined and intrepid Canadian trading expedition leader who led the
prst white men to the shores of Lake Pend Oreille in the fall of 1809. Traders and trappers were
sporadic visitors throughout the prst half of the century, along with an occasional oblack robeo
missionary. As prospectors began to move northward and eastward in the 1850is, travelers became
more frequent in this area. The surveying parties of the International Boundary Commission brought
some attention to the region by 1860 and the Wild Horse trail heading northward, became a frequent
avenue to reach Canadian mining claims about the same time. It was the estimated 5,000 people
who traveled through this region in 1865 that inspired the construction of the Mary Moody in 1866,
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